[Role of geriatric physicians in the general hospital].
Geriatricians have a major roles to assess and head elderly patients using a team approach. In this paper, the first question is to ask what a geriatrician is, and the second question is to ask the role of a geriatrician. A geriatrician is a coordinator for elderly patients who have physical and mental disorders. We have to take care of not only diseases, but also the patients' lives after discharge from hospital. Geriatrician should coordinates a team approach and maintain contact with care managers. In general hospitals, discharge planning, which supports short and smooth discharge is an important role of geriatrician. We are frequently asked to see elderly patient by specialists because of difficult problems, such as delirium, cognitive dysfunction and communication disorder.